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OCION Funding Scheme Application Form
Please submit this application as a Word document to facilitate downstream processing (with the exception of the signatures page, which can be submitted as (several) separate PDF(s) if desired). Please make sure that ALL details (including signatures) are completed. It is the responsibility of the applicant to secure signatures. 
Please send the completed form and attached documentation to: cancer@medsci.ox.ac.uk no later than midday on Friday 12th September 2025.
Applications received after this time, in the wrong format, or with signatures and/or sections missing will not be accepted.
	Checklist of information to attach/include:
	Details:
	Please tick upon submission:

	1. Application form
	This document submitted as a Word file
	

	2. Research Proposal
	Up to 3 pages inclusive of figures and references submitted as a Word document. 
· Title

· Lay title and summary (up to 300 words)

· Scientific abstract (up to 250 words)

· Research objectives and proposed outcomes
· Translational potential of the project
· Justification for support
	

	3. CV
	1-page CV of the lead applicant
	

	4. Signatures page
	Head of Department, Finance contact, and any collaborators MUST sign the application form before submission by the deadline of 5pm on Wednesday 11th September 2024. 
If you wish to be considered for BRC funding, a sub-theme lead from both the BRC cancer and vaccine themes must also endorse the application. 

(This page can be submitted as a separate PDF(s) if desired, to protect electronic signatures.)
	


	APPLICANT DETAILS:
Eligibility: the lead applicant must be an OCION member (sign up by emailing cancer@medsci.ox.ac.uk) and an independent PI employed by either the University of Oxford or OUH NHS Trust for the duration of the award. You can only be named as lead applicant on one project submitted during any given round of the OCION Funding Scheme.

	Lead Applicant (s)
	

	Department/institution/unit/hub:
	

	Address for correspondence:
	

	Telephone:

	

	Email:
	

	It is OCION’s policy to report on successful applications to our funding bodies and on our website.
	Please tick this box if you are happy for us to do so with this project: (

	If your project is deemed fundable but not competitive enough to receive an award in this funding round, are you happy for us to share your application with internal research funding groups (e.g. Business Development Teams and Translation Research Office and other internal funding scheme managers) to potentially identify additional/alternative funding? 
	( Yes                                   ( No

	Has this proposal been submitted to a previous Oxford Cancer pump-prime scheme?
	( Development Fund           ( OCION             ( OxCODE

	Have you previously made a successful application to the OCION pump prime fund? If yes, when was this awarded.
	( Yes                                   ( No
Year of award: ………………………………………………..

	Are you an early-stage career researcher (i.e. 3-7 years post PhD)?
	( Yes                                   ( No

	Does your application require ethics for human or animal studies? If so, please state the details and the stage of application you are currently at.  
	( Yes                                  ( No

Details: 

	Do you have Laboratory Efficiency Assessment Framework (LEAF) accreditation?
	( Bronze                   ( Silver                   ( Gold                  
( Application submitted


	PROJECT DETAILS

	Title: 
	

	Research Proposal: 

Please append a proposal of up to three sides of A4 in a Word document (minimum 11-point font, and inclusive of references and any figures). This proposal should include the following: 
1. Title (as above).
2. Lay summary (up to 300 words; see guidance. This should include a lay title and a brief description of how PPI will be incorporated into the project).
3. Scientific abstract (up to 250 words).
4. Research objectives and proposed outcomes, with reference to (i) the academic and/or clinical value of the research, (ii) the collaborations involved and how these will be facilitated by the award, and (iii) how the award will increase Oxford’s IO capacity. 

5. Translational potential of the project. Describe the expected impact of the project on the future detection and treatment of cancer in the clinic and the plan for obtaining future funding after completion of the project.
6. Justification for support, which should address (i) why you think OCION funds are appropriate for this project, (ii) a clear articulation of how the requested funds will be used within the given timeframe.

7. Plans for future funding for this research topic (likely funders, award schemes, timescales) (up to 100 words).

	Please indicate the type of project you have submitted (this will be used to assign a reviewer with relevant knowledge to assess your project). 
	( Bioinformatics/Statistics
( Mathematical modelling
( Clinical Informatics

( Biochemistry/Chemistry

( Cell Biology 

( Medical Imaging
	( Physics/Engineering 
( Epidemiology

( -omics
( Other

If other please state 

……………………………

	Indicate to which cancer disease site(s) this project is relevant.


	( Breast

( Colon
( Stomach

( Liver
( Lung

( Pancreas

( Brain
( Melanoma
	( Oesophageal

( Urological

( Ovarian

( Haematological
( Fundamental Biology
( Other/non-specific

If other please state 

……………………………

	Start date of project:
	(no earlier than 1st December 2024)

	End date of project:
	(no later than 30th January 2026)

	If you have included any staff costs in your application, please justify here why funding is not available for the post from other sources and the necessity of the post for the success of the project:
	Staff costs (direct costs only) may only be included only where the supported staff member is already in post, to avoid delaying project timelines with recruitment.


	Please indicate possible or existing PPI activity to support this project

	( PPI input into research design   

( Mentoring / buddying lab researchers

( Ensuring relevance of question / outputs to patients 

( Help with public / patient facing material

( PPI panel to co-produce study and provide strategic advice

( Advocacy / promotion of research outcomes

( Assistance with grant applications / patient co-applicants on grant        

( Guidance on recruitment of patients / feasibility of patient participation



	( This project does not lend itself to PPI activity (please outline here):



	( Other (please outline here):




	Breakdown of funds required for the completion of the project

	Purpose
	Cost 

	Consumables
	

	Other (please specify)
	

	
	

	Total (maximum £20,000)
	

	What (if any) other funding will contribute to the completion of this project?
	


If your application is successful, it is likely that you will be given an intermediate spending deadline on a subset of your award. This will be set out in the grant award letter. All funds must be spent by 30th January 2025. 

This page can be submitted as one or more separate PDF(s) if desired to protect electronic signatures.
It is the responsibility of the applicant to secure the below signatures (shown in yellow boxes) before the application is submitted. 
	FOR COMPLETION BY DEPARTMENTAL ADMINISTRATIVE / FINANCIAL CONTACT

	Departmental administrative/ financial contact name, address, and email for correspondence:
	

	Please tick here if the applicant is an independent PI and that their position is funded for the duration of the project?  
	( Yes   
( No

	Departmental administrative / financial contact signature:
	

	ENDORSEMENT BY HEAD OF DEPARTMENT/CHAIR OF FACULTY/HEAD OF SERVICE 

	Head of Department or Chair of Faculty to sign here to endorse the application 

In doing so they agree to provide the necessary facilities and confirm that the project would not entail a significant increase in use of any departmental space, and that any health and safety and ethical requirements would be covered: 
	

	For post-doctoral applicants only:

Principal Investigator to sign here to endorse the application 

In doing so they agree to provide their support for the project and agree that, after the end of the award, they will continue to support the further development of the project within their group, including applications for external funding.
	(if applicable)

	COLLABORATOR SUPPORT – each collaborator named on the application must sign the below or an email from them should be attached to the application form stating that they support the application and commit to the work as described.

	Name
	Date
	Department
	Signature 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


 
N.B. The lead applicant does not need to sign the form. 
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